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Fresh water management a very complex issue



7'320 existing dams over 15 m high or with a reservoir of more than 0.1 km3 are geolocated
around the world

Currently 3,700 large hydroelectric dams are under construction or at an advanced planning 
stage

Source Global Dam Watch 





FRESH WATER
A DOMAIN EXTEMELY FRAGMENTED 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.unece.org/info/ece-homepage.html
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://www.unido.org/
https://www.unicef.org/
http://www.unwomen.org/en
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html


..? So what are the answers to this complexity?

Hydropolitics is the art of coexistence in an simultaneity of conflicts and cooperation, by 
integrating water stakeholders through various institutional structures that interconnect from 
the local to the international, transiting through various intermediary institutions at the 
national level;

In the search of a common interest: The Water Security

….. the ability of the Society to ensure: sustainable access to sufficient quantities of quality 
water for its livelihoods, human well-being and socio-economic development, and to ensure 
protection against pollution and water-related disasters; and preserving ecosystems in a climate 
of peace and political stability.

(from UN_Water, 2013)



https://www.agenda-2030.fr/sites/default/files/2018-06/Cerema_ROSACE_ODD6_impr.pdf


Sustainable and equitable access to water resources is a 
major global challenge of the 21st century.

Our main water resources are transboundary. The world's 263 transboundary 
lakes and rivers cover nearly half of the Earth's land surface and it’s a total of 145 
nations whose territory are included in international basins.

99% of all accessible fresh water on the planet is found in aquifers, 
270 of the biggest aquifers are  transboundary worldwide (UNESCO).

At local level we see the emergence of more and more intersectorial conflicts   

In the past years, there have been more and more warnings  about the possibility 
of water conflicts  and water shortage coupled with poverty and societal instability 
could weaken intra-state cohesion and fuel inter-state conflicts.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Water is certainly one of the major challenges of this century. There are more than 270 aquifers (around 800) 



Vision
Water is also a tool for collaboration and an 
instrument of peace.

Experience shows that in many situations, rather than causing open conflict, 
the need for water sharing generates also cooperation. Despite 
the complexity of the problems, water disputes can be handled 
diplomatically and even, water sharing can become a field for 
collaboration in conflict situations.
It is with this positive vision that the Geneva Water Hub has 
been established

Blue Diplomacy or Blue Peace. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, water is also a powerful tool for cooperation. We have evidence that shared resources motivate collaboration such as, for instance, the sharing of benefits, the adoption of International treaties, the creation of river basin water users associations etc…   It is with this positive vision that the Geneva Water Hub has been created in the beginning of 2015



It is with this positive vision that the Geneva Water Hub 
conceives hydrodiplomacy

• According to the GWH, hydrodiplomacy is a strategic instrument to 
reconcile divergent interests (inter-sectoral and / or cross-border), 
including beyond water issues, on the basis of the growing recognition of 
the water-peace nexus.

• It is a form of preventive diplomacy that adopts multidisciplinary 
approaches and innovative tools that use water as a vehicle for peace and 
to bridge the gap between the Development Agenda and the Peace 
Agenda.

• Peace, in our opinion, is not the absence of armed conflict, but the 
predominance of sustainable development.
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Advocacy

Education & 
research

Networking
& Advocacy

Think-tank

Geneva Water Hub is 
established to help prevent 
water related conflicts and to 
promote water as an 
instrument of peace and 
cooperation



Geneva Water Hub Education

 Water Resources Management and Policy

 Ecosystem Services: A Method for Sustainable 

Development

 International Water Law

Policy Briefs Monthly Water Maps

Case Studies Thematic annotated 
bibliographies

Web Open Source Resources Geneva Water Hub Certifying 
Courses at the University of Geneva

Next session June 4-16 2018
Distance learning course on 

International Water Law and the Law of 

Transboundary Aquifers

Massive Open Online Courses

Hydrology
Right to Water Access
Hydrodiplomacy
International Water Law

Science diplomacy

trainings  and scientific exchanges to 
induce or contribute a local and/or 
regional hydro diplomatic framework

https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/mooc-ndeg1-water-resources-management-and-policy
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/mooc-ndeg2-ecosystem-services-method-sustainable-development
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/mooc-ndeg3-international-water-law
http://genevawaterhub.org/?field_resource_material_tid=35
http://genevawaterhub.org/?field_resource_material_tid=33
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/?field_resource_material_tid=30
http://www.genevawaterhub.org/?field_resource_material_tid=34
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/distance-learning-course-international-water-law-and-law-transboundary-aquifers
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/distance-learning-course-international-water-law-and-law-transboundary-aquifers
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and Peace
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Global High-Level Panel on Water & Peace 



Global High-Level Panel on Water & Peace 

A two years initiative launched by 15 co-convening countries on 16 
Nov. 2015 in Geneva with the following goals:
▪ Develop a set of proposals to strengthen the global framework 

to prevent and resolve water-related conflicts
▪ Facilitate the use of water as an important factor of building 

peace. 
▪ Enhance the relevance of water issues in national and global 

policy making.

With the support of:

the Geneva Water Hub, Secretariat of the Panel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On 16 November 2015, 15 co-convening countries launched the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace in Geneva.Its main goals are:The development of a set of proposals aimed at strengthening the global architecture to prevent and resolve water-related conflictsThe facilitation of the use of water as an important factor of building peace. The enhancement of the relevance of water issues in national and global policy making. The Geneva Water Hub acts as Secretariat of the Panel. 



Co-convening Countries and Panelists
Chair
Dr. Danilo Turk, former President of the Republic, Slovenia 
Vice Chairs
Mr. Mansour Faye, Minister of Water and Hydraulics, Senegal
Dr. Alvaro Umaña Quesada, former Minister of Energy and Environment, Costa Rica 

Members (by order of nomination by co-convening country) 
Prof. Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Professor of Law at University of Geneva, Switzerland 
Dr. Claudia Patricia Mora, former Vice Minister for Water and Sanitation, Colombia
Dr. Pascual Fernández, former State Secretary for Water and Seashore,  Spain 
Prof. Andras Szöllösi-Nagy, former Rector of UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education, Hungary
His Royal Highness Prince Hassan bin Talal, Jordan 
Mr. Yerlan Nyssanbayev, Vice-Minister of Ministry of Agriculture, Kazakhstan 
Mr. Mike Allen Hammah, former Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, Ghana 
Mr. Ciarán Ó Cuinn, Centre Director of Middle East Desalination Research Centre, Oman 
Mr. Andres Tarand, former Prime Minister, Estonia 
Mr. Thor Chetha, Secretary of State of Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology, Cambodia
Mr. Franck Galland, Managing Director of Environmental Emergency & Security Services, France 
Mr. Abdelaziz Ameziane, General Engineer of Ministry of Water, Morocco



The panelist

Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace 
Global Strategic Platform 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An original musical symphony was created to capture attention on the problematic



Global High-Level Panel
on Water and Peace

Geneva 11/ 2015 Dakar 03/ 2016

Costa Rica  11 / 2016
Amman 05 / 2017







Presentations of the High Level Panel   recommandations

Sept 14 2017 Geneva

World Water Forum Mars 2018 Brasilia
US Secretary General janv 2018 NY

Group  of Friends on Water and Peace
Geneva



From Recommendations to Actions (15 months after…)

Advocacy for  an UN Global Conference for water

The  Geneva List to protect water infrastructures

Close relations with UNECE Secretariat of the Water 
convention

Support agencies in charge of water data and creation of 
an analytical grid including social, economic, political 
and cultural factors to better understand water conflicts. 

Partnership with normative and financial actors to 
strengthen international standards and evaluation 
processes of mining industries
Blue bonds for transboundary water infrastructure  
financing. (blended finance) 

the  Global Observatory for Water and Peace

Developments by the GWH and its partners
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